ROBESPIERRE

Poor Lucile tried to remind him of it on the eve of
Camillas death and hers.

Now, Robespierre was one of the witnesses at the
wedding, which took place in the church of St. Sulpice,
on the pleasant square of that name. He was the most
famous of those present, but there were others whose
names were known throughout France. There was
Petion, who would succeed Bailly as Mayor of Paris;
Brissot de Warville, then a well-known journalist and
soon the leader of the Gironde; and others almost
equally prominent. Mirabeau, who was to have been
present, had been detained. The officiating priest was
the Abbe Berardier, Principal of the College of Louis-
le-Grand when Robespierre and Desmoulins had sat
upon its benches, who still occupied that same office.
Desmoulins was very fond of him, and it was at his
request that the regular priest had consented to be
present merely as a spectator. It is said that during the
ceremony Desmoulins shed tears, and Robespierre is
variously reported as having whispered to him: "Cry if
you want to", or "Don't cry, hypocrite!" between
which the reader may take his choice. We, who witness
the peaceful scene and find ourselves in the position of
intimates of fate, can hardly suppress a shudder, for ere
four years will have passed, the bride and groom, their
witnesses, the majority of their guests, will have mutu-
ally exterminated one another.

XI

Mirabeau was dying. Merciful was death in beckon-
ing him while the proof of his betrayal was still safely
locked in the iron cabinet at the Tuileries. On his death-
bed he knew a nation to be watching with bated breath,
and, actor that he was, he thoroughly enjoyed that
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